Accommodations and Modifications 

for English Learners in the Content-Area Classroom

What is an accommodation?  An accommodation is an alteration in environment or equipment.  Accommodations are changes in material or assessment administration and response format (e.g., setting, timing/scheduling, presentation, or response) that are not intended to alter in any significant way what the material or test measures but may influence the interpretation of assessment results.  Accommodations do not change the curriculum so the same grading scale can be used. Due to the complexity of learning a second language, some students may require combining various types of accommodations to fully meet their linguistic needs.  Appropriate accommodations should reduce the impact of language on the assessment but not give the English learner (EL) an “unfair advantage” over students not receiving accommodations.  

Note: In order for a student to receive accommodations on standardized assessments, s/he must have used the same accommodations throughout the school year in the regular classroom.

What is a modification?  A modification is a change in the curriculum or an alteration in what is being measured.  Modifications are considered substantial changes in the way an assignment or a test (assessment) is given or taken (e.g. extended time on a speed test for reading fluency, spell checker on a spelling test, calculator on test of computation of basic four operations).  Modifications of materials change the content or amount of content in the material.  

Note: Although no modifications are allowed on standardized assessments, ELs at levels 1 & 2 who receive modifications in the regular classroom will have greater access to information and content and will thus be able to acquire language and content more quickly than those not provided modifications.  

Are accommodations and modifications “fair”?  In the landmark 1974 Lau vs. Nichols case the US Supreme Court established that providing an ‘equal’ education for LEP children did not always mean students were getting a fair education. In fact, the courts found that Chinese students involved in the suit were being excluded from educational opportunities because, even though they were provided with the same instruction and materials as the English-speaking children, they could not take advantage of those opportunities since they did not have adequate English skills. Given that many LEP students often need accommodations well after they are mainstreamed (Cummins, 1994), it is not equal or fair to them to use the same instructional strategies as with native English speakers since LEP learners cannot take equal advantage of these opportunities.  Additionally, teachers often fail to note cultural and linguistic differences that can affect how LEP children learn (Nieto, 1996). This lack of knowledge may result in teachers having difficulty accepting differences and appropriately accommodating LEP students’ needs.  Consequently, we must embrace the differences that all children bring with them in order to educate each of them according to his/her own needs.  "Fairness" does not exist when assessment is uniform, standardized, impersonal, and absolute. Rather, it exists when assessment is appropriate. Therefore, assessment is fair when it is personalized, natural, and flexible, when it can be modified to pinpoint specific abilities and function at the relevant level of difficulty, and when it promotes a rapport between teachers and students.  
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Accommodations and modifications to an English learner’s (EL’s) program are intended to “level the playing field” and provide parity in assignments and assessments for ALL students. Their use allows the student to participate more fully in the regular program and allows us to accurately measure what s/he knows and can demonstrate.  Attached are suggested accommodations and modifications for ELs in the content-area classroom.  After discussing your student’s needs with the ESL teacher, check those that you will use in your classroom to support your EL.  

Accommodations for ELs in the Content-Area Classroom

Check each accommodation that will be provided the EL in the content-area classroom.  This is a suggested list of accommodations and is not inclusive of all accommodations that can or should be provided.  
	CLASSIFICATION
	ACCOMMODATION 

	Linguistic Accommodations
	PRESENTATION

	
	Directions read to student.

	
	Oral directions interpreted (restated in home language).

	
	Key words or phrases underlined or highlighted in directions.

	
	Student cued to remain on task.

	
	Directions re-read for each page.

	
	All portions of material or test, except Reading/Language Arts, are read to student.

	
	Bilingual word lists, customized dictionaries (word-to-word translations) used.

	
	RESPONSE

	
	Student responses tape-recorded for later verbatim translation.

	
	Student responses recorded by scribe.

	
	Student assisted in marking responses.

	
	Alternative writing system provided (including portable writing devices and computers).

	Linguistic Support Accommodations
	SETTING

	
	Assignments/tests completed in individual or small group setting.

	
	Preferential seating for student (e.g., study carrel).

	
	Assignment/test administered by familiar teacher (e.g., ESL teacher).

	
	TIMING/SCHEDULING

	
	Flexible schedule (administer in several sessions or schedule testing for specific time of day).

	
	Additional time provided to allow the student to complete the work independently (For TN, not to exceed 150% of standardized time limit).

	
	Frequent breaks during assessments

	
	SOCIO-CULTURAL

	
	Person familiar with student administers test or assignments.

	
	Special test preparation provided.

	
	Assignments/test completed in a familiar room.


If the student receives an accommodation that is not listed, please describe it below.

 Modifications for ELs in Content-Area Classroom

Check each modification that will be made for the EL in the classroom.  This is a suggested list of modifications and is not inclusive of all modifications that can or should be made.  

Modification of materials includes

· decreasing the amount of work presented or required;
· using videos, illustrations, pictures, and drawings to explain or clarify.
Modification of instruction includes

· teaching key aspects of a topic.  Eliminate nonessential information.  
· tutoring by peers;
· taping classroom lectures;
· having peers take notes or providing a copy of the teacher’s notes;
· providing study guides.
Modification of assignments/homework includes
· allowing students to correct errors (looking for understanding);
· marking students’ correct and acceptable work, not the mistakes;
· using computer word processing spell check and grammar check features;
· reducing or omitting lengthy outside reading assignments; 
· allowing students to select from given choices.

Modification of assessment includes
· allowing products (projects, timelines, demonstrations, models, drawings, dioramas, poster boards, charts, graphs, slide shows, videos, etc.) to demonstrate student’s learning;
· modifying tests to reflect selected objectives;
· using authentic assessments with real-life problem-solving;
· using true/false, matching, or fill in the blank tests in lieu of essay tests;
· reducing the number of answer choices on a multiple choice test;
· allowing the use of note cards or open-book during testing; 
· collaborating (general education teacher and specialist) to modify vocabulary, omit or modify items to reflect objectives for the student, eliminate sections of the test, and determine how the grade will be determined prior to giving the test.
If the student receives a modification that is not listed, please describe it below.


